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Tamil civilians slaughtered as army shells 'no-fire zone'
by Gethin Chamberlain via fleet - Guardian UK Sunday, Apr 19 2009, 6:59am
international / peace/war / other press

The West remains desensitised to the suffering of others

[De-sensitisation to the suffering of others comes, as does everything, at a price.
Callousness rots our very soul; we lose a little bit of what makes life worth living each
time we ignore the plight of our fellow human beings. Have you noticed how Western
populations long for an end to their misery?

Big Pharma has 40 million Americans medicated on 'social anxiety' drugs -- hardly surprising.

Was it the disregard for 1 million innocent deaths in Iraq or the 3 million in Indo-China? Perhaps it
accounts for our tolerance of torture and mass murder from OUR leaders.

Should WE complain when we are skinned by Banksters and Robber Barons or when our lives are
affected by tragedy? In the greater scheme of things we'd have little basis from which to complain!

The following story from the Guardian highlights how easy it is for the Bush's and Obama's of this
world to ply their nefarious trade of deceit, murder and theft with impunity. But ABOVE ALL it
highlights our current miserable (now terminal) condition! See if you are able to fathom for
yourselves why war criminals and others who flout the Law and the Constitution succeed so easily!

Have a pleasant journey and give my regards to Kissinger, Cheney and all the other MURDERING
CRIMINALS, would you!]

Hundreds of civilians are being killed or seriously injured in artillery and gun attacks as the Sri
Lankan army attempts to finish off the last Tamil Tiger rebels trapped in a shrinking pocket of land.

Injured civilians lucky enough to get out have told of carnage in this so-called "no-fire zone" - a 17 sq
km strip of coast where the Tigers are penned in with their backs to the sea.

Horrific stories of limbs ripped off by shellfire and bodies buried where they fell are emerging,
despite the government's efforts to hide the scale of the killing by confining the injured to hospitals
in a military area around the government-declared no-fire zone, from which the media are strictly
excluded.

The casualties' graphic accounts of a fierce onslaught on the no-fire zone, supported by the evidence
of their severe wounds, have been reported by doctors who have treated them at a field hospital at
Pulmoddai, inside the military area, where thousands of evacuees have been taken by ship.
According to the senior doctor handling the casualties for the Sri Lankan government as they arrive
at Pulmoddai, shells are falling among the tightly packed tents and shelters that are home to tens of
thousands of civilians, killing and wounding dozens every day.

"Most of the people have shell blast injuries and gunshot injuries. Some people have lost their limbs,
other people have lost other parts of the body, some people have wounds in the abdomen, some in
the chest," said Gnana Gunalan, a doctor who treats the flood of casualties as they arrive by Red
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Cross ship.

Gunalan, chairman of the local Sri Lankan Red Cross, said: "All these people are very badly
traumatised. Some have lost all their loved ones and come here alone, one boy losing both legs. One
girl came who had lost her husband and children and everybody."

The doctor said the accounts of the evacuees appeared to support previous claims from doctors in
the no-fire zone that the shelling had not come from Tamil Tiger positions in the zone. The Sri
Lankan government has vehemently denied firing into the zone, but it is not possible to verify the
claims.

Gunalan - who is based in the town of Trincomalee, surrounded by heavy Sri Lankan army security -
said that the field hospital at Pulmoddai had treated 1,468 casualties among the 5,456 people
evacuated by sea from the no-fire zone in the last month. Doctors say most of those killed have been
buried near where they died and there has been no attempt to bring out the bodies.

Determined to resist international pressure to stop the fighting before it has finished off the
hardcore rump of the Tamil Tigers cornered by the military, the Sri Lankan government has kept
casualties away from the eyes of the world. This weekend the government rejected an appeal by the
UN to give civilians more time to leave the no-fire zone.

And last night the Sri Lankan military sources said 2,857 civilians had broken through Tamil Tiger
lines and made their way to safety during the day. They added that 5,000 people had tried to escape
and had come under fire from the rebels. But it was not possible to verify the reports because the
military has denied access to the area surrounding the no fire zone.

Until last month the government allowed civilians injured in the no-fire zone to be taken to the
larger hospital in Trincomalee, but then decreed that they must be kept inside the military area.

At Pulmoddai the most serious injuries are stabilised by a team of Indian doctors working in
temporary metal huts. By Friday, 26 had died at the Pulmoddai field hospital. It is not possible to
verify the doctors' accounts, because neither side will allow access to the no-fire zone. The military
has permitted international media access on occasional day trips to the surrounding military area
only. The Observer was refused entry to the hospital, turned back at a checkpoint on the edge of
Pulmoddai, and refused access to the camps where those who have escaped the fighting are being
held.

Pulmoddai is two and a half hours' drive north of Trincomalee, a journey involving countless military
checkpoints. Soldiers are everywhere, in bunkers or standing beneath trees watching the road. No
one can move without permission from the Defence Ministry.

However, reports continue to get through. Two regional health directors, defying government
instructions, have described at length the extent of the unfolding humanitarian disaster.

One, Thangamutha Sathiyamorthy, told the Observer on Friday that civilians were still being killed
and injured by shelling inside the zone. He also said there had been a number of attacks by
helicopters. He said the previous day, five people had died in the hospital from their wounds and a
child of 13 had perished from the effects of diarrhoea.

He said many people had dug shelters in the sand to try to escape the shelling. "The fighting is
continuing. Shells are falling. But these people have no alternative. They cannot move. Most of the
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injuries we are treating are from shells and bullets. Today we received 58 injured civilians, including
16 children."

Most of the Tamil Tiger fighters were on the front line, he said, but some were moving among the
civilians, visiting family members or moving casualties. He said Tamil Tiger police were still
operating, attempting to control the crowds.

The Sri Lankan health secretary, Athula Kahandaliyanage, last week accused Sathiyamorthy and
another doctor of spreading "malicious propaganda", claiming their accounts "cannot be credible,
since these officials are operating under duress and the dictates" of the Tamil Tigers.

The Health Ministry says both doctors will face disciplinary action. But Sathiyamorthy denied he was
under pressure from the LTTE. "We are telling the truth. The government has strongly asked us not
to tell the truth, but we must."
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