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On May 24th, in Galliano, Louisiana, Clint Guidry testified to a delegation of US
Senators, Congressmen, Agencies and Departments under Obama’s administration. He
sent the following testimony to the president as well, urgently requesting help.

My name is Clint Guidry. I am a third generation Louisiana Commercial Shrimp Fisherman. I am
sixty-two years old and a lifelong resident of Lafitte, LA. I am a Vietnam Veteran and the son of a
WWII Veteran.

I am on the Board of Directors of the Louisiana Shrimp Association and the Shrimp Harvester
Representative on the LA Shrimp Task Force created by Executive Order of Gov. Bobby Jindal.

I have been invited here today to testify about the current disaster that is occurring concerning the
blowout and oil spill from the British Petroleum (BP) DeepWater Horizon Catastrophe and what
effects it is having on the fishermen and the families I represent.

Ladies and gentlemen, HELL has come to South Louisiana. A HELL created by British Petroleum
(BP) and a failed U.S. Government response to the disaster.

First of all I would like to put into perspective BP’s role in this disaster and show them for what they
are.

BP committed fraud in furnishing oil spill response data required to obtain a permit to enable them
to drill the MC 252 location. The reality is they were not prepared to handle or control a blowout and
resulting oil spill of this magnitude. Simply put, they LIED.

BP, in their haste to cut corners and save money in the completion process on the well location at
MC 252, exhibited willful neglect in their duties to complete the well safely which led to the blowout
and explosion that killed eleven people. Eleven souls that will never come back. Eleven families with
mothers and fathers and wives and children. Children who will never see their fathers again.

This neglect and loss of life constitutes negligent homicide and all involved should be arrested and
charged as such.

So now I have established what kind of people we are dealing with, LIARS and KILLERS. It appalls
me that they are still in total control of this disaster after almost a month has passed.

Now I would like to speak about our Federal Response to the disaster.

The first response to the disaster was the U.S. Coast Guard, who has assumed duties of protecting
BP and aiding them in downplaying the spill, providing BP representatives with armed guards to
keep away the press and TV camera crews and sending representatives to local communities to
provide false information on safety and health dangers related to the oil spill and the chemical
dispersants used.
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The second response came from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), who in an effort to
minimize the spill and save BP face, unleashed two dangerous chemical dispersants which were
injected into the water column at the sea floor and sprayed on the surface over the oil and workers
in the areas of the spill and along the coast close to coastal fishing communities. These chemical
dispersants contain solvents that are dangerous to marine populations in the Gulf and coastal
estuaries and were never fully tested for dangers to humans. In the product sheets for these
chemical dispersants, there is always a disclaimer: “This listing does not mean that EPA approves,
recommends, licenses, certifies or authorizes the use of this product on an oil discharge.”

And that IS exactly what EPA did and is still doing with total disregard to marine populations that
will collapse because of it and human populations that will get sick and may die because of this
decision.

“Kill the Ocean, Save the Beaches,” a “Trade-Off” decision. Under what logic does this work? The
Gulf is the Mother and the Estuaries are the nurseries. If the Mother dies, there will be no children
to incubate.

The reality is the oil and chemical dispersants are entering our estuaries as we speak. The “Trade-
Off” logic FAILED.

As I stated, I represent commercial shrimp fishermen. I have members, friends and family presently
working to contain and clean-up the spill. They are relating to me BP’s total disregard for providing
workers with proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

I have extensive experience working with hazardous chemicals associated with petroleum. In the
80’s and 90’s I worked with Brown and Root Industrial Services as a supervisor, General
Superintendent and Area Superintendent. I supervised maintenance work in oil refineries and was
responsible for worker safety and getting the work done on time. Safety and health of my workers
ALWAYS came first with me.

I am being told by workers and family members that proper respiratory protection is NOT being
provided to the fishermen workers.

Petroleum, as it surfaces and spreads over the water and heats, releases dangerous carcinogens and
these carcinogens are most concentrated directly over the leaking well and surrounding area where
my fishermen are working. There has been NO respiratory protective PPE issued to workers working
directly over this most dangerous area, even as a precaution to have available given they are
working 60 miles offshore. In fact, when some individuals brought their own respirators, they were
told by BP representatives on site that if they wore the respirators they would be released from the
job. That disturbs me greatly.

My fishermen are more concerned with losing their jobs and the income they desperately need to
pay bills and feed their families than their health. From years of experience I know that, when
protected, work in very hazardous environments can be completed safely using the proper PPE.

Is BP sacrificing my fishermens' health and lives to protect themselves from liability issues at a later
date?

How can we believe liars and killers when they say the worksite is safe?

This is the same game plan Exxon used in Alaska 20 years ago and Alaska fishermen ¬never
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collected a penny in settlements from Exxon for sickness and deaths related to working clean-up
after the Valdez spill. Exxon never issued respiratory protection to fishermen in the Valdez spill.

These workers safety issues are my top PRIORITY and need to be addressed IMMEDIATELY.

If we are going to allow BP “We the people” 5th Amendment rights in court and use “Taking of
Future Profits” to let them off the hook for full responsibility of this disaster, we will be playing the
same part as the Alaskans did in the Exxon Valdez Playbook that BP is using on us.

It is past time for our elected officials, Departments and Agencies to abandon the influence of “Big
Oil’s” “Big Money” and do what they were elected and appointed to do, represent and protect “We
the People” who voted them in office.

This Administration needs to treat BP like what they really are, LIARS and KILLERS and take control
of this monumental disaster.

This administration was elected to office on a platform of “CHANGE.” So far, as it applies to “Big
Oil” it is business as usual. The only change we are experiencing in dealing with “Big Oil” is being
“Short-Changed.”

On behalf of the Commercial Shrimpers I represent and the coastal communities who are losing
their way of life, I ask that you take control of this out of control situation.

Clint Guidry
Louisiana Shrimp Association
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