
1

Cleaves Alternative News     cleaves.lingama.net/news

Japan Mega-Quake WARNING for USA
by Harvey Wasserman via stan - CommonDreams Friday, Mar 11 2011, 8:42pm
international / environment / other press

An 8.9 Quake Could Have Irradiated the Entire US

Had the massive 8.9 Richter-scale earthquake that has just savaged Japan hit off the
California coast, it could have ripped apart at least four coastal reactors and sent a
lethal cloud of radiation across the entire United States.

San Onofre reactor, California coast

The two huge reactors each at San Onofre and Diablo Canyon are not designed to withstand such
powerful shocks. All four are extremely close to major faults.

All four reactors are located relatively low to the coast. They are vulnerable to tsunamis like those
now expected to hit as many as fifty countries.

San Onofre sits between San Diego and Los Angeles. A radioactive cloud spewing from one or both
reactors there would do incalculable damage to either or both urban areas before carrying over the
rest of southern and central California.

Diablo Canyon is at Avila Beach, on the coast just west of San Luis Obispo, between Los Angeles and
San Francisco. A radioactive eruption there would pour into central California and, depending on the
winds, up to the Bay Area or southeast into Santa Barbara and then to Los Angeles. The cloud would
at very least permanently destroy much of the region on which most Americans rely for their winter
supply of fresh vegetables.

By the federal Price-Anderson Act of 1957, the owners of the destroyed reactors---including Pacific
Gas & Electric and Southern California Edison---would be covered by private insurance only up to
$11 billion, a tiny fraction of the trillions of dollars worth of damage that would be done. The rest
would become the responsibility of the federal taxpayer and the fallout victims. Virtually all
homeowner insurance policies in the United States exempt the insurers from liability from a reactor
disaster.

The most definitive recent study of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster puts the death toll at 985,000. The
accident irradiated a remote rural area. The nearest city, Kiev, is 80 kilometers away.

http://nukefree.org/ace-hoffman-computerized-graphic-what-if-chernobyl-hit-america
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But San Luis Obispo is some ten miles directly downwind from Diablo Canyon. The region around
San Onofre has become heavily suburbanized.

Heavy radioactive fallout spread from Chernobyl blanketed all of Europe within a matter of days. It
covered an area far larger than the United States.

Fallout did hit the jet stream and then the coast of California, thousands of miles away, within ten
days. It then carried all the way across the northern tier of the United States.

Chernobyl Unit Four was of comparable size to the two reactors at Diablo Canyon, and somewhat
larger than the two at San Onofre.

But it was very new when it exploded. California's four coastal reactors have been operating since
the 1970s and 1980s. Their accumulated internal radioactive burdens could exceed what was
spewed at Chernobyl.

Japanese officials say all affected reactors automatically shut, with no radiation releases. But they
are not reliable. In 2007 a smaller earthquake rocked the seven-reactor Kashiwazaki site and forced
its lengthy shut-down.

Preliminary reports indicate at least one fire at a Japanese reactor hit by this quake and tsunami.

In 1986 the Perry nuclear plant, east of Cleveland, was rocked by a 5.5 Richter-scale shock, many
orders of magnitude weaker than this one. That quake broke pipes and other key equipment within
the plant. It took out nearby roads and bridges.

Thankfully, Perry had not yet opened. An official Ohio commission later warned that evacuation
during such a quake would be impossible.

Numerous other American reactors sit on or near earthquake faults.

The Obama Administration is now asking Congress for $36 billion in new loan guarantees to build
more commercial reactors.

Author retains copyright.

[As the recent Gulf Oil Catastrophe clearly indicates, Transnational Corporatist forces in control of
the US Congress and White House are only concerned with maximising PROFITS and minimising
(THEIR) costs -- to hell with people and the environment. Facts speak for themselves.

Corporate instigated Oil Acquisition Wars currently raging around the globe again demonstrate the
point -- resource theft on a GRAND scale and PROFIT regardless of the cost to PEOPLE and the
ENVIRONMENT.

The now Toxic Gulf of Mexico and OVER one million civilian deaths in Iraq tell the REAL STORY. So,
SHOULD WE RESTORE REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY and REGULATE these manic, PROFIT
driven, heinous Corporations before its TOO LATE, or should we continue to allow them to wantonly
DESTROY the planet and the QUALITY of ALL OUR LIVES? There are 10 million souls in LA alone!]

Sets of 4 metre tsunamis hit Japan coast after 8.9 magnitude quake
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Radioactive Cesium released into environment after nuclear reactor explosion in Japan

We should not forget that the Fukushima reactors are 100 times more powerful than the Chernobyl
reactor

Diablo Canyon reactor, California
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