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US Supreme Court Approves Warrantless Police Searches on ‘Suspicion
by gan Monday, May 16 2011, 9:47pm

international / injustice/law / commentary
That’s the Police kicking down your door, citizen!

The torch-bearer of ‘Liberty and Democracy’ in the world -- or so we are led to believe --
has yesterday legally incinerated more civil liberties, freedoms and public safeguards by
allowing police to breakdown your door and conduct a warrantless search based on the
“suspicion” that (imaginary) evidence is being destroyed - welcome to America, Police
State!

I need not elaborate on how easily this tissue-thin legal justification for the EXPANSION of police
intimidation, social oppression and State terror can be abused.

[Trembling] US GOVERNMENT criminal elites are facilitating the rapid expansion of police powers
for a purpose, which has little to do with petty drug matters. The USA is establishing a police state

where suspicion and indefinite detention without charge could eliminate anyone the State deems to
be a threat to its GLOBAL CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES and to those evil forces that run operations.

Commentators and analysts often like to compare the devolving social situation in America to
Orwell’s 1984 or to the historical Stasi controlled East German totalitarian State; however, it's far
worse, more like a combination of the two with more oppressive measures to be added in due
course.

What do you suppose the ‘good,’” genitally groped citizens of the USA are doing while their precious
and very hard won freedoms are being urinated on by criminal State forces -- NOTHING! That'’s
right, nothing! But should we expect any different from a population that allows the most demeaning
and degrading intrusions on their person - the government sanctioned genital groping searches
conducted by TSA agents!

YOU PEOPLE are PATHETIC, a miserable, spineless, whimpering excuse for a democratic ‘free’
society - you deserve everything you get!

As for the FREE WORLD, including China and Russia; onward to greater and more EXPANDED
PERSONAL FREEDOMS and liberties. It should now be CLEAR to everyone that brutal and rustic
America must be resisted on every front in order to contain its evil designs, safeguard sovereign
wealth and preserve superior, moral culture.

Report from NPR follows:

Supreme Court OKs More Warrantless Searches
by Nina Totenberg

The U.S. Supreme Court has made it significantly easier for police to force their way into
a home without a warrant. On Monday, the court, by an 8-1 vote, upheld the warrantless
search of an apartment after police smelled marijuana and feared that those inside were
destroying incriminating evidence.



The Constitution bars warrantless searches except in certain circumstances — for
example, when police fear that evidence of a crime is being destroyed. The question in
this case was whether police, by themselves creating such emergency circumstances,
unconstitutionally evade the warrant requirement.

The case came from Lexington, Ky., where police pursuing a drug suspect banged on the
door of an apartment where they thought they smelled marijuana. After loudly
identifying themselves, police heard movement inside, and suspecting that evidence was
being destroyed, kicked in the door. There they found Hollis Deshaun King, smoking
marijuana. Police also found cocaine inside the apartment.

As it turned out, King was not the suspect police had been looking for, but the drug
evidence in the apartment was more than enough to charge him with multiple crimes.
King was sentenced to 11 years in prison.

But the Kentucky Supreme Court ruled that the drugs found in the apartment could not
be used as evidence because the only emergency circumstances were those created by
the police loudly alerting those inside. The state court said that instead of banging on
the door and letting the inhabitants know the police were there, the police should have
requested a warrant, a procedure that usually takes only a matter of minutes.

The U.S. Supreme Court, however, disagreed with the state court. The justices said that
the Fourth Amendment bars unreasonable searches, and here the police acted
reasonably. Writing for the court majority, Justice Samuel Alito noted that when
occupants respond to a police knock on the door, they are not required to grant police
permission to enter their homes. But, he said, if there is no response, and police hear
movement inside that suggests destruction of evidence, they are justified in breaking in.

Criminal law experts said the ruling will undoubtedly lead to more warrantless searches
like this one. In practice, says George Washington University law professor Stephen
Saltzburg, the decision means that "whenever the police have suspicion that there is
drug activity going on in a particular apartment or house and they knock and they hear
movement inside and any reasonable delay in opening the door, they are going to break
it in."

Saltzburg, author of a leading text on criminal law, says the decision resolves conflicting
decisions in the lower courts. "It provides greater clarity to the police as to what they
are permitted to do, and it provides less protection for homes and apartments than a lot
of people thought they had and think they should have," he says.

Philip Heymann, former head of the U.S. Justice Department's Criminal Division and now
a professor at Harvard Law School, says the standard laid out in Monday's decision will
be very tempting for law enforcement officers to abuse — namely, allowing police to
break in and search without a warrant when they knock on the door and hear sounds
suggesting destruction of evidence. "That is a very fuzzy, indeterminate, easily faked —
if the policeman wants to — test, when drugs have afterwards been found," says
Heymann.

And that, says University of Chicago law professor Bernard Harcourt, will mean a
different set of police imperatives. "Once there is probable cause to believe that there
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are drugs in a home — and in this case the probable cause was the smell of marijuana
emanating from the home ... the police no longer need to stop and think about whether
they should get a warrant."

These and other criminal law experts said that under Monday's ruling, police could go
door to door in an apartment complex where there is known drug activity, and if they
smell marijuana, bang on the door and if they hear noises that suggest the destruction of
incriminating evidence, they can break in and seize evidence in plain sight.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the lone dissenter from the court's ruling, accused the
majority of "arm[ing] the police with a way routinely to dishonor the Fourth
Amendment's warrant requirement in drug cases. In lieu of presenting their evidence to
a neutral magistrate," she said, "police officers may now knock, listen, then break the
door down, never mind that they had ample time to obtain a warrant."
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