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Australian racism and victimisation exposed YET AGAIN!
by barra Sunday, Nov 11 2007, 9:42am
international / injustice/law / other press

The Straussian (see link) political ploy of managing entire populations with divisive,
contractive, fearful, alarmist strategies is failing in exactly the same way as a previous
scurrilous attempt made infamous by one Joseph McCarthy. The ‘new’ conservatives
seem to have short memories or extremely inept research departments, either that or
their arrogance has blinded them to the (known) consequences of their actions.

http://cleaves.zapto.org/news/story-302.html

Izhar ul-Haque

Australia’s John Howard, Alexander Downer and Attorney General Philip Ruddock, imagined they
would be immune to the fate that befell a number of Nazis who had escaped immediate punishment
after WWII but were later apprehended and held accountable primarily due to the efforts of a few
common people WHO WOULD NOT TOLERATE MASS MURDERERS AND WAR CRIMINALS
REMAINING AT LARGE AND EVADING PROSECUTION!

Senior public servants – ASIO and AFP Chiefs complicit in the crimes of the above three – who
manage to evade prosecution can look forward to the ignominious fate that befell Joseph McCarthy
who died a broken, friendless man and social PARIAH.

The latest reprehensible effort from our national security agency ASIO, reveals not only gross
incompetence but also its failure to remain independent of the influence of the Howard conservative
government.

I can put it no better than the following local media report – it seems our media are finally finding
their feet after a very long period playing sycophants to the powers and Ruddock’s absurd sedition
laws!

Terror case thrown out

Tom Allard
November 12, 2007 - 2:19PM
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A high profile terror case was abandoned before it got to trial today after a judge found
that an ASIO officer had kidnapped and falsely imprisoned a young medical student,
Izhar ul-Haque.

Mr ul-Haque's lawyer, Adam Houda, later accused authorities of launching a politically
motivated and "moronic prosecution" against his client.

In a scathing judgment, NSW Supreme Court Justice Michael Adams said one ASIO
officer had committed "the crime of false imprisonment and kidnap at common law"
against Mr ul-Haque in a deliberate attempt to coerce answers from him.

He said this misconduct meant subsequent police records of interview with Mr ul-Haque
were inadmissible as evidence.

The judge's findings forced the Crown to withdraw its case against Mr ul-Haque, just
before a trial jury was to be empanelled.

Mr ul-Haque had faced charges of training with the Pakistan-based terrorist group,
Lashkar-e-Toiba since April 2004.

He was accused of receiving weapons and combat training from the organisation during
a visit to Pakistan in January and February 2003.

"This is reminiscent of Kafka," Justice Adams said in a lengthy judgment in which he
derided the misconduct of both ASIO and Australian Federal Police officers.

He detailed how ASIO officers had confronted Mr ul-Haque, forced him into a car and
then taken him to a park where he was threatened with serious consequences if he did
not co-operate fully.

Justice Adams said Mr ul-Haque rightly believed had no choice but to comply with all
their demands.

The student was taken to his home where as many as 30 plain-clothes intelligence
officers and police conducted a search while his family watched.

Mr ul-Haque was then interviewed again amid continuing threats against him, even
though ASIO only had a search warrant.

It was a "gross breach of the powers given to the officers given under the warrant"
Justice Adams said, adding later that at least one ASIO officer had broken the common
law and legislative protections against false imprisonment.

He also heavily criticised two AFP officers who had demanded Mr ul-Haque become their
informant against Faheem Lodhi, a Sydney architect who was found guilty last year of
terrorism offences. That verdict is now subject to appeal.

The police officers also threatened Mr ul-Haque with adverse consequences if he didn't
comply.

However, Mr ul-Haque refused to wear a wire and to spy for the authorities, and was
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charged three months later with a single terrorism offence.

Justice Adams detailed evidence of how law enforcement authorities had told Mr ul-
Haque all along they accepted that his brief training with Lashkar-e-Toiba was linked to
the Indian presence in the disputed state of Kashmir and had nothing to do with
Australia.

Mr ul-Haque declined to to comment to the waiting media after today's case ended.

However, Mr Houda said his client had been unfairly persecuted.

"This has been a moronic prosecution," Mr Houda said. "From the beginning, this was
no more than a political show trial designed to justify the billions of dollars
spent on counter-terrorism."[My emphasis.]

Tom Allard is the Herald's National Security Editor.
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